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Editor’s Forward. Well I have finally gotten around to getting a new issue out to the members of
the Historical Society. I want to thank everyone that sent me notes wishing me well during my recovery. For a guy that had never spent anytime with an illness, except for a broken leg, I didn't
know what to expect on my health issue that came up last June, but I am now feeling much better.
We have some interesting information in this issue thanks to the articles and notes I have received.
We got some great pictures from Jerry and Carol Greenfield of Villisca of the winter storm. They
were taken by a relative of theirs up in the Avoca area who operates a grader. A note from David
Williams concerning the bad winter they have had in Southwestern Iowa. I have also received a
well written article from Fred Stickler over in Illinois about his Dad’s barbershop that was located
in the basement of the Nodaway Valley National Bank building. I spent some time in the chair at
his Dad’s shop. There are a couple of pictures with the article. One of them is of Leonard Posten
getting a trim. I have planned for some time to try and get together information about all the businesses in Villisca during it’s hey day. My Dad always said that the Light Plant used to rotate their
gasoline business around all the stations in Villisca and it took 13 months to complete the cycle!
Car dealerships, grocery stores and implement dealers were among the key businesses that provided the economic engine to Villisca and the surrounding area. Saturday night was special. Enjoy
the Newsletter and we are open to suggestions, articles or ideas! Enjoy the coming Spring.

Villisca Armory Survey

Condensed From the Villisca Review and as provided by INVISION Architecture.

On December 16, 2009, Mark Nevenhoven and Cheung Chan visited the Armory building to perform a preliminary building survey. We believe the building is in fairly good condition, understanding that there has been limited maintenance and upgrade throughout it’s lifespan. During the site
visit, it was noticed that there has been previous repair work done to the masonry exterior walls
and it is in generally good condition with isolated cosmetic issues. In addition to the exterior historic building details, the Armory’s interior retains a good portion of the historic fabric. For example, a significant portion of the tin ceiling and the original maple wood floor are still in place along
with the structural beam details which would be desirable features to salvage and repair. However,
settlement of the ceiling is noticed which will require further investigation of the roof structure
above to determine the conditions and action required. The main partitions that define the entry
hall and the gymnasium are still in place and add to the historic characteristics of the Armory.
As we move forward and determine the future use of the Armory, it is important to understand the
needs of the community. During the visit, it appears the building is still in use by students for sport
practice and weight training. In the limited amount of time driving around town, we noticed that
there is a museum and a community center housed in other buildings. Depending on the conditions of the existing museum and community center, we may want to draw on the committee member’s strength to seek functions complimentary to the museum and community center. Also,
based on the historic survey report done in 2000, the Armory has continuously served as a community social and recreational center since completion and this adds to its historic significance.
Inclusion of such functions in its future use will be beneficial to maintaining the Armory’s stature.
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Remember When: The Stickler Barber Shop
A special to the Villisca Historical Society Newsletter

THE STICKLER BARBER SHOP, A 65- YEAR VILLISCA INSTITUTION
By Fred Stickler

Background
The initial event responsible for the Stickler Barber Shop was the birth in March, 1868 of Charles Abraham Stickler in
Appanoose County Iowa. The family originally immigrated from Germany and located in Ohio, but like numerous others,
over time they moved westward.
During his childhood years, Charles’ parents moved to Farragut, Iowa where he grew to manhood. There, he farmed and
barbered, but left Farragut and barbered about three years at Macksburg, Iowa before moving to Villisca. His first shop in
Villisca was located south of the main business district on 3rd avenue, near Gary Refer’s present shop.
As an eligible bachelor, he lost no time in finding his life mate. The lucky lady was Adelaide Hagermaster. Her father
was a carpenter/cabinet maker. They were married March 28, 1899 and raised two children, Laila, born April 23, 1901,
and Donald, (my father) born August
11, 1904. Both grew to adulthood in Villisca and
both graduated from Villisca High
School, Laila in 1919 and Donald in 1921 along
with Quincy Dunn (Bill’s father),
Harry Bashaw (Herb’s father), and Martha Reese,
who he later married.
The family home was at the northsecond street. It was built by my
1920's. It stands straight and tall yet

east corner of the intersection of 4th avenue and
great-grandfather Hagermaster, probably in the
today.

My dad attended Simpson College
returned to Villisca and began working for his father. The relation was
not always a smooth one.

one year, but without financial help he dropped out,

Charles and Adelade Stickler. Picture
taken in 1948.

Under the Bank
Exactly when the business was relocated to its permanent location under the recently
built Nodaway Valley National Bank
is unknown, but I assume perhaps in the early
1930's. One feature of the shop I clearly remember was the shoe-shine stand, an elevated chair to facilitate shoe shines.
Whoever ran the enterprise kept all the money he made; in return, he furnished all the supplies, and did the routine janitorial work in the shop. It was an opportunity for the right enterprising young man. I remember two of the “shoe-shine
guys”, Harley McCoy (VHS 1940) and Bernard “Barney “Darnold (VHS 1939).
I don’t remember exactly when the shoe-shine enterprise was discontinued. It was a significant event, however, for me,
since I was enlisted to do much of the janitor work. Carrying in the coal, and carrying out the ashes weren’t too bad– the
most difficult task was the occasional cleaning of the mirrors throughout the shop. Windex or other cleaners we have today would have been most appreciated!
These responsibilities impressed on me the fact that I did not, under any circum-

Continued on page 3.
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Continued from page 2

Like other small-town businesses, the shop was a gathering place for fellowship and conversation. Some individuals
would stop in often, even though they did not need a hair cut. An example was Omer Day, a close friend of Charley, and
grandfather of Tom, Bill, Dick, and Nancy Focht. The conversation often centered on current events (probably political)
but also what was going on out on the farm and around the community. During WWII, the war dominated the conversation,
especially with regard to Company F. The company was called into action early in the war (before Pearl Harbor) and participated in the invasion of North Africa and Italy.
Granddad was a unique individual– stubborn, profane at times, and a tough negotiator on any issue, especially if it was
political. He, however, was smart and well read (Chicago Tribune). He had a sense of humor, but to most people it was not
obvious. Jim Peterman told me numerous times of Charley cutting his hair, and as Jim got out of the chair, he exclaimed
“That will hold ‘ya’ until you can find a barber!”
Granddad was a long-time member of the board of directors of the bank, and also of the Villisca Savings and Loan Association. His close friends were involved in the bank– Jack Wheeler, James “Jolly” Joy, Guy Dirrim, and George Muller
Sr., along with others. But his special pal was Omer Day. Omer would appear often at the shop, usually carrying a basket
in which he would carry home the items his wife had “ordered”.
Since both Omer and Charley smoked cigars, when they were together the smoke hung in layers throughout the shop. They
were of similar age. Other friends I remember were Fletcher Gourley and Charles Hart.
Sunday Morning Farm Trips
Since many of the shop’s customers were farmers, and because Charley was interested in farming he would occasionally
fire up the ‘39 Buick on a Sunday morning for a farm visit. I enjoyed these trips because they nurtured my own interests in
agriculture. My mother disliked them because they prevented me from attending Sunday School. Two that I specifically
remember involved the above mentioned individuals, Fletcher Gourley (Marvin Focht’s maternal grandfather), and Charles
Hart (great uncle of Dick Hart, fellow VHS ‘50 classmate).
At Gourley’s, we admired Hereford cattle being finished for market, and at Hart’s we looked at Hereford breeding stock. I
specifically remember only these two visits, but through the years there were many. Perhaps this surveillance throughout
the country side kept Charley current on agriculture and provided the opportunity to see his customer’s and friend’s farming operations. Charley was both farm smart and street smart.
Charley was an ultraconservative Republican, while my dad was a “new deal” Democrat. Thus there were numerous differences of opinion. My dad was friendly, cordial, and loved to talk. His friends included Bill McCracken, Glenn Fengel,
Ted McCoy, Ward Carpenter, and Wayne Spencer – all neighbors. But there were many others, including Walter Gourley,
Harry Bashaw, and Earl Marsh, and Leonard Posten (note the picture).
During my Jr. High-High School years (1946 to 1950) there were five barber shops in Villisca– Stickler, Nordyke, “Deafy”
Johnson, Sweeton, and “Dutch” Weideman. Thus, there was always plenty of competition.
Granddad suffered for several years with prostate cancer, and he was a difficult patient. He continued to work at least part
time until about a year before his death in March, 1953. His obituary applauded him as “The oldest business man in Villisca both in years of service and age”. My grandmother died about three years later.
Without the burden of aging parents and with several years of good health, my parents were able to travel some and otherwise enjoy life. A major achievement was the completion of my education. They thoroughly enjoyed our two older children, Mark (born in 1958) and Lisa (born in 1961). Mark was “the apple of my Mother’s eye”. He could do no wrong! I
can remember him playing with Tom Fengel.
Dad continued to operate the shop alone into the 1960's. My mother, however, developed serious heart problems and required much medical support. She died in 1964. Her loss became a difficult burden for my dad, but he continued in Villisca with the shop until about 1966, when , long-time friend and neighbor, Bill McCracken, convinced him to move to
Yuma, AZ.
Continued on page 4

4

Continued from page 3

Leonard Posten and Don Stickler, circa 1952
After serving the community for about 65 years, perhaps it was time. Think
of the changes that occurred during those years, and wouldn’t it be fascinating to be able to replay all the conversation from the shop during those many
years.
Actually, the move went well for him. He immediately became acquainted in
Yuma and enjoyed his days there, never forgetting the “Iowa winters”. He
tragically was killed in an auto accident in Yuma in 1978.
In conclusion, Villisca treated the Sticklers quite well. The community sustained the barber shop for 65 years, a noteworthy achievement. It also provided a reasonable living for the two families throughout those years.
For a community of its size, I would characterize the Villisca school system during my school days as good to excellent.
I didn’t appreciate the quality of my education until I began my college training at Iowa State in the fall of 1950. The
math and science were both excellent, thanks to Bill Anderson. Overall, I did very well at Iowa State, also later at Kansas
State, and back at Iowa State when obtaining my Ph. D.
So, thank you, Villisca, for a job well done!.

Snow in Iowa and across nation sets records.

Here are some pictures we received from Jerry and
Carol Greenfield in Villisca from their daughter Trudy up near Council Bluffs. Quote “We have had 35" of snow
since Dec. 6. Needless to say we are inundated with the white stuff. A big percent of the rural roads only
have one lane where the drifts are over 8 or 10 feet high”.

Villisca Historical Society current displays.

The society has displays

exhibited at Montgomery County Historical Society in Red Oak.
Displays include models of the town square and 3rd Avenue and the Lincoln Building by
architect Sharon Moriarty Pendleton of Kansas City . She is presently working on a
model of the Carnegie Library.
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The History of the Villisca Armory

(continued from previous editions)

By Janis Sue Enarson
As related in past news information, the town of Villisca built the Villisca Armory in
1912. There were active military units in Villisca at least as far back as 1877. The
“Highland Blues” used the floor of the Opera House on 4th St as their drill floor before the erection of the current armory.
From the beginning, the new building was used for many community events, stage shows, band concerts, dances, plays,
graduations, etc. as well as for the local National Guard unit.
Among the many community events held in the armory, was the Class of 1916 graduation ceremony on May 25, 1916.
Twenty-six members were granted their diplomas, including Sylvia Enarson, for whom the local elementary school was
later named.
Just one month later, Captain C.J. Casey received notice that the local guard unit was called to assemble at the armory
with orders placing them in federal service, anticipating further aggression on the Mexican border. This was no doubt the
first time the unit had been activated since the armory was built..
On Sunday, June 25, 1916, the seventy-five members of Company F were called to assemble by the bugler at the Villisca
Armory. From there, they were led to the depot by members of the Grand Army of the Republic, who more than fifty years
earlier had also been mustered in to serve their country and by former members of the Villisca National Guard companies.
It was a festive gathering, with many townspeople out to support the troops, families gathered at the depot for final goodbyes and the train locomotive decorated with bunting and flags. The unit was sent to Camp Dodge for intensive training
before they were sent to Texas to be involved in the “Border War”.
After that time, Villisca men from our local unit went off to WWI, WWII, Korea, Viet Nam and the Gulf War.
Among the many books available that provide stories about the proud military history of this community is a 2002 Pulitzer
Prize winning book, An Army at Dawn, The War in North Africa, 1942-1943, which includes stories of the 34th Red Bull
Division, and the battle at Kasserine Pass where Company F soldiers were killed or captured and taken as prisoners of war.
As many know, Villisca’s train depot was the scene of a Pulitzer Prize winning photo taken of Company F member, Lt. Col. Robert Moore as his family met him on his return in 1943. Due to the unusual placement of the subjects, no
faces were shown and this iconic picture became a symbol of the many homecomings that took place during and after the
war. Until 1959, when the current high school gymnasium was built, the high school and town team basketball games were
all held in the Armory. In those years, Villisca was part of the Hawkeye Six and later the Hawkeye Eight Conference and
played much larger schools, such as Creston, Atlantic, Glenwood, etc Many young people today wonder how the crowds
could have been accommodated in that space. The fans were seated in bleachers on each side, both ends and in the balcony.
There were also always some people standing in the hallway, looking in.
Many people remember fondly the old “Cooking Schools” in the Armory, which were sponsored by local merchants, with home economists giving afternoon classes on food preparation, featuring the newest appliances available at the
time. The merchants had booths all around the perimeter of the main floor, with prizes and ‘give away’ items for the crowd.
Chairs for the programs were arranged in the center of that area. As an added attraction during this time, in the evenings the
high school students presented one musical show and the adult members of the community presented a big musical production of some type two or three evenings.
Through the years, in addition to the many basketball games, such community events as Operettas, ‘Orpheums’,
Military Balls, Firemen Balls, proms, wedding parties, auctions, Chamber of Commerce suppers, the Iowa State Chicken
Show, “Donkey Basketball” and many other events have been held in the Villisca Armory.
Ownership of the Armory was transferred from the Villisca Armory Corporation to the State of Iowa in 1973 and
in April of 2000, the building was transferred to the Villisca School System. It was used as temporary classroom space during the 2000-2001 school year, during the time the old high school was demolished and a new one erected. Students were
challenged with the theme to “Be All You Can Be in the Armory”. Since that time, the building has been used for school
storage, weight lifting, fitness groups, and practice for youth volleyball and basketball. Due to budget constraints, the
school system does not have funds to adequately maintain and repair the building. It was determined at a public meeting in
2007 that there was community interest in performing a study on the feasibility of a major Armory restoration project to
make the building usable for the community and financially self-sustaining.
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From Roxanna Sieber, Villisca Happenings!
These periodic updates from Roxanne allow us to keep abreast of initiatives that are underway to improve the economic
development in Villisca. Help where you can!
The most recent Villisca Review of 4 March has on the front page the VHS 1960 boys BB team. I think I can name them
all!What a thrill it was to run up and down that spectacular floor! Dlh

In case you have not heard, the First Fifty Fun Day that had been scheduled for Jan. 2 has been rescheduled for
April 3rd. Begin now to put together teams for the 3 on 3 tournament. Watch for future announcements of fun
planned for the celebration of the first fifty years in the HS Gymnasium.
Two reminders: 1) Now is the time to shop at www.villiscasnewhorizons.com; 2) Plan to attend the January 2nd
celebration of the 50th Anniversary of the VHS Gymnasium – don’t forget to register for the 3-on-3 tournament.
A Villisca resident recently purchased a copy of Niobrara Crossing from the Villisca’s New Horizons Online Store.
When I delivered it to her, she said “My sister thought Coach McVicker was such a good teacher – this will make a
fun gift for her.” www.villiscasnewhorizons.com has a variety of items that will make great gifts for those on your
Christmas list. There are 19 items now available with more promised. There is a limited supply of many of the items
in the store so don’t delay in ordering. There are Hair Swirls-Jewelry for your Hair – just the right stocking gift for that
teen so difficult to buy for; scale model tractors skillfully crafted from a variety of woods – just right for the desk of a
farmer or for a businessman who still has the love of farming and farm equipment; one of a kind pieces of beautifully
handcrafted jewelry to compliment today’s fashions; delightful wall art “Heading to Nodaway” – a great gift for those
who biked through Villisca this past summer or anyone who love the beauty of the hills from Villisca to Nodaway; for
military buffs – The Homeland Front, 1939-1945; wooden bookmarks – a great stocking gift for the reader on your
list; for those interested in the documented story of the 1912 Unsolved Axe Murders and the role they had in the life
of Villisca, the Villisca: Living with a Mystery DVD. These are just a taste of what you will find in the store.
Information about the January 2 Event can be found at www.villisca.com/VilliscaAlumni.htm
Lots of things are happening in Villisca. Visit www.villisca.com.

Villisca Historical Society, Inc.

I hope that those of you that receive this will take the time to join the society in Villisca. They are doing
great things to preserve the history of Villisca and the surrounding area. The
annual dues are reasonable so put a check in the mail to Mary Hansen. She
has been the prime mover behind this fairly new organization and the society
has been a key player in the Armory preservation plans. I have sent the
Newsletter out to many contacts from the bygone days and please feel free
to share this with any of your closer relatives, friends or class mates. Dlh

Stickler Barber Shop. As a follow up to Fred’s article in this News
letter I was informed that my little brother, Mike, class of 67 was a frequent
visitor to the Stickler Barber Shop along with one of his close running mates,
Tommy Graham. They used to run errands for Don Stickler and especially to
fetch a milk shake from Honeyman’s drug store for Don who apparently had
some stomach issues. Tommy passed away several years ago from injuries
suffered in Vietnam.
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The Light Side
RADIO STATION? Did you know there was a radio station in
Villisca? My Father informs me that he remembers it very well.
It was located on the SW corner of 3rd Ave and 6th street. That
would be directly south of the Auto Shop that is there now and
diagonally opposite of the Town and Country Grocery store.
He said that he remembers a world championship boxing
match being broadcast from the radio station over loud speakers that were set up and folks were in their cars listening to it
along with kids on their bikes and passers by. That was
probably in the early 30’s. I am pretty sure I saw a movie with
that kind of scene some time ago, so it must have been common place back then, BTV! If I ever have the time I would like
to research this through the Review and Library archives. Be
interesting to know more.
Jerry Knudson who lives in Las Cruces New Mexico and is married to the former Diane Peterson sends me jokes from
time to time and this is one of his latest ones. Jerry is also pictured in the 1960s Boys BB team shot on the front of the
4 March Review.
Subject: IF YOU MARRY A MINNESOTA GIRL

Three friends married women from different parts of the Midwest.
The first man married a woman from Wisconsin. He told her that she was
to do the dishes and house cleaning. It took a couple of days, but on
the third day, he came home to see a clean house and dishes washed and
put away.
The second man married a woman from North Dakota. He gave his wife orders that she was to do all the cleaning, dishes and the cooking.
The first day he didn't see any results, but the next day he saw it
was better. By the third day, he saw his house was clean, the dishes
were done and there was a huge dinner on the table.
The third man married a girl from Minnesota. He ordered her to keep
the house cleaned, dishes washed, lawn mowed, laundry washed, and hot
meals on the table for every meal. He said the first day he didn't
see anything, the second day he didn't see anything but by the third
day, some of the swelling had gone down and he could see a little out
of his left eye, and his arm was healed enough that he could fix himself a sandwich and load the dishwasher. He still has some difficulty
when he pees.
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